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August 22, 2009!
Vagnone Residence, Philadelphia, PA.  Built 1920, Arts and Crafts Colonial Revival bungalow 



4Vagnone Residence, Philadelphia, PA.  Built 1920, Arts and Crafts Colonial Revival bungalow 



55

October 15th, 2009!



66Gulf Coast, Miss. 2005,  Katrina Destruction; Joplin, Missouri, 2010  Tornado destruction of residential areas of the town. 



77Joplin, Missouri, 2010 (Left & Top) demolished home as make-shift memorial; (Right) Formal memorial. 

Personal (SOCIAL)! (POLITICAL)Universal!



Picketing of the Demolition of Penn Station, NY, NY:  Richard Nikel, Chicago. 



Debris of Penn Station, NY NY; Louis Sullivan architect, Chicago Stock Exchange stair. 



THE LITTLE HOUSE: Her Story.  Virginia Lee Burton.  1942.  Houghton Mifflin Company. 



THE LITTLE HOUSE: Her Story.  Virginia Lee Burton.  1942.  Houghton Mifflin Company. 
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Mount Vernon Estate!
Virginia!
Built – 1757 to 1799!
Began life as a house museum - 1858 !

Monticello!
Virginia!
Built – 1770- 1826!
Began life as a house museum - 1923 !

Alice Austen House!
New York City!
Built – 1690 - 1844!
Began life as a house museum - 1985 !

Farnsworth House!
Illinois!
Built – 1945-1951!
Began life as a house museum - 2006 !

v!

v!

v!
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Olana Historic Site!
New York!
Built – 1870 to 1891!
Began life as a house museum - 1966!

Morris Jumel Mansion!
New York City!
Built – 1765!
Began life as a house museum - 1904 !

Fallingwater!
Pennsylvania!
Built – 1937!
Began life as a house museum - 1964 !

Eames House!
California!
Built – 1949!
Began life as a house museum - 2006 !

v!

v!

v!
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Little House L.R.!
Wayzata, Minn!
Built – 1912- 1914!
Purchased by the MET - 1972!

Powel House Parlor!
Philadelphia, PA.!
Built – 1765!
Purchased by the MET - 1918 !

Henry Darger Studio Apt.!
Chicago, ILL.!
Discovered – 1973!
Moved to CI & OA - 2000 !

Eames House!
California!
Built – 1949!
L.R. temp. moved LACMA - 2011 !

v!

v!

v!
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1. !
Historic House Museums 

& interiors  are 
educational !

!
Stand, listen and learn   !

2.!
 Historic House Museums !

& interiors  are !
entertainment/decoration !

!
Sit back and enjoy!

!

Edu-tainment!
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2.!
 Historic House Museums !

& interiors  are !
entertainment/decoration !

!
Sit back and enjoy!

!

Edu-tainment!
The Innocent Eye Test, Mark Tansey, 1981. 



17Various newspaper articles 2010-2012 Johnny Cash Birthplace, AK; Whitney Houston Residence, Newark, NJ;  
Stepping Stones Bedford NY, John Lennon Birth home, London, England. 





Struggling Museum Now Allowing 
Patrons To Touch Paintings



Non-profit life cycle!Restored as a museum 1976!



Non-profit life cycle!Restored as a museum 1976!



Non-profit life cycle!

EMOTION & FIGHT FOR SURVIVAL!

Restored as a museum 1976! Ceased operations 2011!
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Historic House Museums are irrelevant & out of touch!
!
!
!

Out of the 86,000 nationally designated historic sites!
3% represent minority interests!

!
United States National Park Service !
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Historic House Museums are political & social propaganda!
!
!

Stage set for NORTH by NORTHWEST, Van Damme House, c. 1959; Mount 
Vernon Estate, c. 1876; Monticello, Charlottesville, VA, c. 1826; 

 T. Roosevelt Birthplace, New York, NY, (reconstructed 1919);  A. Lincoln 
House, Springfield, ILL c. 1844 

From 1992 to 2008 there was an overall 23% decline  in attendance 
to Arts & Culture Institutions (12% decline of college educated).!

!
!

American Association of Museums: Demographic Transformation and the Future of Museums, 2010!
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Historic House Museums are old-fashioned!

“I would like a museum that…bought a chunk of the Berlin Wall and put it up in the 
bathroom…and you got to pee on it.”!

!
!

American Association of Museums: Demographic Transformation and the Future of Museums, 2010!
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International Park(ing) Day !

Weed Bombing; Guerrilla Gardening; “Re-taking”!
!
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Historic House Museums are boring!

International Pillow Fight Day: Berlin, NYC, Charlotte, NC!

!

International No-Pants Subway Ride: Istanbul, NYC, Warsaw!

!
3 out of 4 Americans have not visited an Arts & Culture Institution in 

the last 10 years – when they do it is for entertainment events.!
!

American Association of Museums: Demographic Transformation and the Future of Museums, 2010!
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Energy!
!
!
Imagination!
!
!
Excitement!
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Energy!
!
!
Imagination!
!
!
Excitement!



!
R e-c o n s t r u c t i n g !

a!
S H A D O W !

!
!

Questions about the subjective nature "
 of "

preservation "
!
!32
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“The myth created for Monticello by its restorers is …that the house was 
completed in 1809 much the way it looks today...all that reinforces this myth 
has been salvaged and carefully returned to mint condition; all that does not 
has been allowed to noiselessly disappear. 
 

Never in Jefferson’s lifetime did Monticello  
appear the way it does today.” 

 
 
Jefferson and Monticello: The Biography of a Builder, Jack McLaughlin, Thomas Jefferson, Ken Burns 1997 
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completed in 1809 much the way it looks today...all that reinforces this myth 
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!
C l e a n i n g !

t h e !
W I N D O W S!

!
!

Questions about the cost of preservation "
 &"

 the return on the investment!
35
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In the 158 years of Mount Vernon opening as a historic house museum & 
site it has been in constant restoration/renovation/reconstruction !

with over 63 Major construction projects taking place.!
!

Approximately one major construction project !
starting every 2.5 years.!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, Major Restoration & Capital Projects, 2011 
 

Gamble House!
California!
2003-2004!
3.5 million dollar RAFTER TAILS!

Fallingwater!
Pennsylvania!

2002-2004!
11.5 million dollar 

structural work!



!
A n s w e r i n g!

the!
D O O R !

!
!

Questions about the mythology &  politics "
 of  "

“Period of Interpretation”"

"
"
!
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 Demolition of Matthew Whaley School, Williamsburg, Virginia, to make way for the reconstructed Governor's Palace, early 1930s  The 

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Philadelphia , PA Society Hill Urban Renewal, Demolition (Dr. Paula Spilner); City of Philadelphia 
Archives; Present Conditions 2012 
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 Demolition of Matthew Whaley School, Williamsburg, Virginia, to make way for the reconstructed Governor's Palace, early 1930s  The 

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Philadelphia , PA Society Hill Urban Renewal, Demolition (Dr. Paula Spilner); City of Philadelphia 
Archives; Present Conditions 2012 



!
!

P o l i s h i n g !
the!

S I L V E R!
!
!

Questions about the orderliness "
of"

 curated interiors !
!
!

40
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PULL MY DAISY (Robert Frank 1959, + Kerouac, Ginsberg, Corso); Mon Oncle (My Uncle), Jaques Tati.  1958; Adriaen van Ostade (Dutch 1610-1685). 

Peasants in an interior, 1661, Rijksmuseum; Wyckoff Cottage House Museum, c. 1662 
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PULL MY DAISY (Robert Frank 1959, + Kerouac, Ginsberg, Corso); Mon Oncle (My Uncle), Jaques Tati.  1958; Adriaen van Ostade (Dutch 1610-1685). 

Peasants in an interior, 1661, Rijksmuseum; Wyckoff Cottage House Museum, c. 1662 
 



!
O p e n i n g !

t h e !
M A I L!

!
!

Questions about the simplicity "
 of "

 interpreted narratives "
!
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!
 

Thomas Jefferson by Ken Burns Documentary 1997,  1999 Reunion of Jefferson/Hemmings ancestors at Monticello;  
THE FEMALE CLOSET (film clip), By Barbara Hammer, 1998;  IF YOU COULD SEE ad. Artwork, Sundog Pictures 2011. 
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!
 

Thomas Jefferson by Ken Burns Documentary 1997,  1999 Reunion of Jefferson/Hemmings ancestors at Monticello;  
THE FEMALE CLOSET (film clip), By Barbara Hammer, 1998;  IF YOU COULD SEE ad. Artwork, Sundog Pictures 2011. 
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!
.!
!

S o r t i n g !
the!

L A U N D R Y !
!
!
!

Where do we go from here?!

46
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De-centralize the experience: end the passive tour "
 "
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

walk, stand, sit "
just as you would "

at your own home "
"
!
!
!

Film clip from LOVE ACTUALLY, 2003, Directed by Richard Curtis. With Hugh Grant, Martine McCutcheon, Liam Neeson, Laura Linney; UNCC student mapping 
of habitation in his personal apartment, 2011. 
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Schindler House Museum, showing furniture interaction,; Van Cortlandt House, Children in nook; Dyckman Farmhouse Museum, corner cabinet bookroom; Great 
Camp Sagamore (Alfred Vanderbilt’s Cottage); Wilderstein House, porch; Mary Lucifer,  (American boen, 1944), Video: Sarah’s Chair, 2011. 



Believe in the intelligence of our guests – stop censoring information "
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

"
Embrace complexity &"

simultaneity in "
narratives "

"
"
!
!
!
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Various images taken from NEW YORK TIMES theater review, April 13, 2011,  Ben Brantley writer, Sara Krulwitch photography.   



Re-create HABITATION  - stop creating magazine spreads"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Create environments that reflect"
 real life habitation "

!
 
!
!
!
!

51Grant Wood, The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere, 1931, MoMA;  Fireplace at Camp Sagamore;  
The Farnsworth House, Closing the curtains (date unknown); Edward Hopper, Night Windows, 1928, MoMA,;  

  

!
“Even if I didn’t want to touch the Mona Lisa, I want to have the option to touch it.!

American Association of Museums: Demographic Transformation and the Future of Museums, 2010!



52Bacon Studio as reconstructed, Municipal Gallery, Dublin, 2001; ; FURNITURE PLAN. Farnsworth House, Plano, Ill, built 1951,  
Mies van der Rohe; Actual living layout by Dr. Farnsworth. Farnsworth House, Plano, Ill, ,Built 1951, Mies van der Rohe 

  



 Eliminate “denied” spaces "
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Allow access to "
 bathrooms, closets, stairs, "

cupboards, attics, "
and basements"

!
!
!
!
!
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Student Project: MET Period Rooms, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, College of Architecture,  

Historic House Museum Design Studio, Ms. Deborah Ryan & Mr. Franklin D. Vagnone co-teachers, 2011. 



Be honest about the illusion of authenticity "
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Embrace multiple theories of preservation "
as part of the discussion!
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Lott House,  Brooklyn  NYC,  c. 1719 (with additions), 2008 exterior restored, Interior existing conditions 2012; Drayton Hall, SC; 
Benjamin Franklin House site by Venturi & Scott Brown Associates, 1976. 



Stop the “photo-shopping” of images, narratives, and neighborhoods "
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Embrace the neighborhood "
contextually, programmatically, "

and in the narrative"
!
!
!
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Reconsider all of the “rules” – stop telling people what they can’t do "
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

 fingerprinting"
through personal "

involvement!
!
!



60Schindler House Museum, L.A., CA. (F. Vagnone) showing multiple experiences using technology during a tour. 

U.S Share of internet page views by smartphones has increased to over 13%+ in one year!
(Mobile Phones and Tablets Now Account for 1 in 8 U.S. Internet Page Views)!

!
comSCORE Device Essentials,  data US August 2011 to August 2012 2012!



PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF LANDMARKS, 2007!
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63Diagram of fluid historic house management. ( Franklin Vagnone) 
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64Diagram of fluid historic house management. (Franklin Vagnone) 
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65Diagram of fluid historic house management. (Franklin Vagnone) 



66DRAFT analysis diagram for historic house museums & period museum interiors. Franklin Vagnone 

TACTILITY

REDUCE DENIED !
SPACES

MULTIPLE!
PRESERVATION!
TYPES

ALLOWING CONJECTURE!
IN NARRATIVES

INCORPORTATING!
SOUND, SMELLS, SENSORY!

DE-CENTRALIZE!
EXPERIENCE

PASSIVE!
STANDING !
TOUR

CREATE!
LIVED-IN!
ENVIRONMENTS

FINGERPRINTING
END PHOTOSHOPPING 
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